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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
In making a study of the town of Arlington, the write~ 
has investigated both the natu~al and the cultural land-
scapes in attempting to show the influence each has on the 
community. 
Geography is concerned with nature, physical and bio-
logical as it provides an envi~onment for man and is con-
cerned with man in his relationship with nature.!/ 
Ray H. WhitbeckY states quite well what this concept 
of geography ~plies: 
"Geographers do something othe~ than investigate 
the zoology, the anthropology, the economics, the 
political science and the history of a region. Such 
a task, wnatever its value might be, would call fo~ 
mastery of too many disciplines. On the othe~ hand, 
if geographers, recognizing their lack of fitness to 
make the series of geological, botanical, and othe~ 
studies referred to, restricted their efforts to 
making syntheses for regions on which these other 
studies had already been .made by workers in the several 
disciplines involved, geographical investigation of 
most regions would be postponed indefinitely." 
gc. Langdon White and Edwin J. Fosque, Regional Geo~aphy 
of Anglo~America, Prentice-Hall Incorporated, New Yor , 
1943, P• 36. 
yRay H. Whitbeck, "Fact and Fiction -in Geography by 
Natural Regions," Journal of Geography (March, 1923. 22:19. 
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In studying a region, there are two main departments 
that should be investigated. One is the natural landscape, · 
that is, the surface features, the eltmate, soils, and 
geology. The second is the cultural landscape, that is, the 
settlements, transportation, land utilization and the myriad 
of other things economic and social that comprise what is 
referred to as the cultural landscape.!/ 
Whenever man comes into an area, he modifies its natural 
landscape "not in a haphazard way, but according to the cul-
ture system which he brings with him ••• culture is the agent, 
the natural area is the medium, .the cultural landscape the 
result."&' 
Isaiah Bowman~ describes the evolution of this cultural 
landscape as he depicts man cutting down the forest, plowing 
under the native grass, rearing domesticated animals, erect-
ing houses and buildings, building fences, constructing roads, 
railroads, telephone and telegraph lines, building bridges, 
and, in general, creating the cultural landscape. 
Human forces establish nations; enact legislation; ~­
prove communications; establish oustams and modes of thought; 
!JW'hlte and posque, op.cit., p. 42. 
,Yrb id • , p. 4. 
3/Isaiah Bowman, Geographt in Relation to the Social Sciences, 
~arlee Scribner's Sons, ew .York, 1934, PP• 149-150. 
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create art, science, and literature, and, in general exercise 
control over society. On the other hand, the forces of 
nature control climate and its momentuous changes, elevate 
and depress continents; erect mountain barriers and carve 
their valleys and passes; direct the courses of rivera and 
their ceaseless erosion and sedimentation. They disinte-
grate rocks into soil and distribute it by winds, rivers, and 
glaciers; and determine the natural fauna and flora, which, 
in turn, determine and control man's food supply. Moat of 
the processes are beyond man's control. They go on regard-
less of the use man may or may not make of them.1/ 
However, as has been pointed out, man has gained some 
power over the forces of nature, and this degree of control 
is of immeasurable value to him. The degree of his progress 
is largely determined by his success in adjusting to his 
natural environment and gaining a mastery over i t.Y "Human 
achievement is not consummated by defying and conquering the 
forces of laws of nature. Invariably it is won by under-
standing and utlizing those laws. "Y 
The climate in which civilized people live is reflected 
YRay H. Whitbeck and Olive J. Thomas, The Geographic Facti:or, 
The Century Company, New York, 1932, PP• lO-ll. 
g/Ibid ;, - P• 11. 
3/Alfred c. Reed, "Tropical Climatology," Science Monthly 
TMarch, 192?) 1 24:405. 
by the type of clothing they wear 1 the types of dwellings 
they inhabit. The climate also influences the health~ 
energy and a host of their activities. The geographical 
location~ the soils, the topography of the land~ the 
presence or absence of resources all influence man's means 
of earning a living and consequently have an effect on the 
type of civilization which evolves. Nevertheless, few of 
the acts of mankind are absolutely determined by surround-
ings. •The natural environment ••• 1s permissive, not 
mandatory."!/ 
4 
Adverse elements of an environment may prohibit certain 
types of industry or endeavor, and thus negatively determine 
man's activity. In a great many ways, the negative aspects 
of the environment amount almost to controls."g/ 
wallis~, while warning his readers against stressing 
unduly the influence of natural environment upon the devel-
opment of civilization~ goes so far as to say: 
!/Whitbeck, The Geographic Factor, op. cit., p. 12. 
g/Ib1d., p. 12. 
3/Wilson D. Wallis, "Geographical Environment and Culture," 
7ournal of Social Forces (May, 1926) 1 4:702-703. 
»The dependence of civilization upon geographical 
environment must be accepted ••• In many ways man is, and 
always has been, dependent upon geographical environment; 
he can no more escape it than he can dodge the forces of 
gravitation; the one as surely as the other fashions h~ 
and accounts for his characteristics ••• with the advance of 
civilization man is able more and more to escape the 
exactions of the environment and to impose his will more 
masterfully upon nature, to conquer the conqueror." 
5 
CHAPTER II 
GEOLOGY OF ARLINGTON 
Geological structure furnishes the best key to the 
physical features and early history of any land. The geo-
graphical position, the topography of land and water, hills 
and valleys, the fertility of soil, the presence of mineral 
resources and the accessability for trade and travel deter-
mine, in most cases, the future of a particular locale or 
area. 
Arlington has always been a place of singular beauty. 
The Indians used to roam through its forest and fish in its 
streams. From its clear heights they had a panoramic view 
of the town's untouched beauty. Because of these aggregate 
qualities, the white man was drawn to this area at an early 
period (1630). 
The sandy plain or plateau offered an easy approach 
from Cambridge and Boston. The terraces of the Arlington 
River, once a roaring torrent, now an insignificant brook, 
opened upon rich meadows and fields in the northwest. The 
gap formed by the river, between rocky barriers, formed a 
natural gateway to Lexington, Concord, and Lowell. At the 
base of the steep cliffs on what is now called Pleasant and 
- 6-
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Mystic Streets, there existed a natural path which served as 
the most direct route £ram Waverly and Waltham to Winchester 
and woburn. At the intersection o£ these natural highways, 
Menotomy, now called Arlington, sprang up. 
The town occupies such a small area, that its geology 
is not, in itself, especially interesting, but it becomes so 
when viewed in its broader aspects and as its relationship 
to the Boston Basin is understood. 
The history of Boston, which is claimed to have started 
in 1630, is really hundreds o£ millions of years old. Same 
of the crucial early events of Boston history started £ive 
hundred million years ago, when the Braintree Slates and the 
~incy Granites were fo~ed.l/ The For.mations were basically 
ones of igneous rocks, composed of crystals of different min-
erals, and were the product of great heat.g/ 
The slate and conglomerate rocks were worn away during 
millions of years of erosion and the harder rocks to the 
north and south withstood erosion as they were more crystal 
in quality. 
l/frvlng ~. Crosby, Boston Through the Ages, Marshall Jones 
company, 1928, PP• 11-15. 
_g/Ibid., P• 16. 
8 
Geologists maintain that the Boston Basin is the result 
of the formation .of conglomerate, alate and lava which caused 
a great block of the earth's crust to sink. This did not 
occur all at once but faults were formed and the area between 
the faults asnk 1 accompanied by great earthquakes. 1/ 
For millions of years erosion continued, as the rains 
fell, the rivers flowed, and the face of the country was worn 
down. The Blue Hills, and the hills north of Boston, Pros-
pect Hill (Waltham ) and Arlington Heights, rose above the 
surrounding region much as they do today, but they were con-
siderably higher.g/ 
After the Boston Basin had been formed erosion con-
tinued, the Ice Age, made its mark on the region.!/ Briefly, 
this phenomena can be · explained by saying that more snow 
fell each winter than melted in the summer, so that the 
residue grew thicker and thicker each year. Over a period 
of thousands of years, this became such a mass of ice that 
it was again thousands of years before it receded. During 
the process of subsiding, various courses were taken by the 
glaciers ••• same melted widening river valleys, wearing down 
hills; and again, parts of the glacier broke off, and being 
1/Ib!d., pp.29-30. 
2/John B. Percy, "On the Glacial Period in New England", 
~roceedings of the Boston society of Natural History, 
(December, 18'70) 14: 65-67. . . 
!(Ibid., P• 69. 
9 
separated £ram the ice sheet, were buried 1n layers o£ sand. 
When t~ese massive blocks of ice melted, the sand slumped 
down and kettleholes were formed, so-called because o£ their 
resemblance to the inside of a kettle.!/ Spy Pond and 
Mystic Lakes are kettleholes which over a period o£ years 
have been filled with water and are referred to as kettle 
ponds. The entire region bears distinct marks of the 
glacial period, the land and rocks have been modified by 
the long continued action of ice. The northern slopes are 
long, gentle and regular, while the southern slopes are, as 
a rule, sharp. Almost everywhere are extensive deposits of 
unstratified material called "till", "boulder clay" and 
- - -
"ground moraine", usually differing .from the underlying 
roek.Y 
The writer wishes to note here that the formation of the 
Boston Basin was a composite result of various geological 
changes. Among these were the formation of the Braintree 
Slates which took place, 1t is estimated, half a billion 
years ago. This was followed by the intrusion of diorite and 
the fo~ation of Quincy Granite. A period of erosion, during 
yrb 1d • , p. 70. 
g/crosby, op. cit., PP• 36-38. 
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which the land was worn down, was proceeded by the formation 
of volcanoes and the lava layers thus produced alternated 
with strata of conglomerate. This tremendous weight created 
faults; the areas between the faults sank down and the Boston 
Basin was formed. Another long period of erosion led to the 
Ice Age. The final geological change was characterized by 
the sinking of the land, the flowing of the sea into the 
valleys created by this depression of land and the ultimate 
formation of the Boston Harbor.!/ 
Arlington is partly. in the Boston Basin and partly. on 
the highlands to the north. Unexposed slate underlies the 
southeastern and lower regions, while sloping up :f'l"om 
Pleasant Street is a belt of granite. Pleasant street marks 
the £oot of the northern wall of the Boston Basin along the 
boundary faults. The western end of the town is largely 
diorite, which is rock similar to granite, ocnsisting of 
2/ feldspar and hornblend.-
The rocks of Menotomy Park, which is north of Pleasant 
street, are diorite and pigmatite, which is often called 
giant granite. At Arlington Heights on the northeast side are 
ytsra .. , PP· 45-47. 
2/Geoloi! of' the BOsto.n .Area Massacl:nlsetts, Bulletin, 1932, 
D'uinber~9, United States Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. c., P• 8. 
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ledges of syenite. Along Summer Street, between Mill and 
Brattle are numerous outcrops of diorite cut by dikes of 
granite and pigmatite. South of the corner of Bow and 
summer streets. are ledges of quartzite of pre-Cambrian age. 
A moraine composed of boulders extends from Eastern and 
Highland Avenues toward Lincoln and Park Avenues. North of 
the Arlington Reservoir is an esker which extends into 
Lexington.!/ 
The northern section of Arlington extending from the 
Pleasant-Mystic Street line which marks the northern boundary 
of the Boston Basin. is a part of the Fells Upland 1 g/ which 
derives its name from the Middlesex Fells. The Fells Upland 
is bounded on the southeast by a bold escarpment extending 
from waltham to the coast in swampscott. This rampart 1 from 
one hundred to three hundred feet high, and so steep in places 
that its base is a cliff 1 is the most conspicuous feature of 
the landscape on the north side of the Boston lowland and its 
higher summits afford fine views of the lowland and the 
Harbor. 
Certain characteristics of the drainage of the area have 
had an important effect on its settlement ~nd its industrial 
1/crosby, op.cit., pp. 142-143. 
g/Geology of the Boston Area Massachusetts. op.cit., p. 9. 
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and commercial development. First is the fact that the coast 
is a drowned coast, and all the principal streams reaching 
the sea have estuaries into which the tide penetrates for 
several miles and which are navigable to the head of tide. 
Second is the radial arrangement of the streams entering the 
head of Boston Harbor and the accompanying radial arrange-
ment of the peninsulae between the estuaries. This arrange-
ment of land and navigable waters and the resulting spoke-
like roots of the main highways and railroads leading into 
Boston and the growth of settlement "along the spokes" have 
given Boston its name of "The Hub".!/ These factors have 
been of prime importance in the development of the Boston 
area as a commercial center and port. Thirdly, the unsys-
tematic drainage of the area, a feature common to most 
glaciated areas, is manifested by the lack of adjusbnent 
by the streams to the topography. These streams, finding 
their way obstructed by various phenomena, have been di-
verted into falls and rapids, thus becoming sources of power.2/ 
The geology of Arlington, in summary, can best be des-
cribed as the result of glacial forces which are evidenced 
in the general topography of the area. An outwash plain, 
glacial lakes and varying degrees of height can be best 
illustrated by the chart in Figul"e 1. 
!/Ibid., PP• 10-11. 
2/Ibid •, P• 12. 
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Figure 1. 
. . ~ 
Topographical Map of Arlington 6 Massachusetts 
Showing Basic Geological eatures , 
~ 
\-
\ 
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) 
I 
----~ _______ uf 
ycontours drawn at fifty-foot intervals, approximated from 
a· topographical sheet prepared by the United States Geodetic 
survey, 1943. The fifty~foot contour line represents the 
edge o:f' the Eastern Plateau and the rim of the Boston Basin. 
CHAPTER III 
CLIMATE 
Of all the geographical influences to which man is 
subjected, climate seems to be the moat poten~. It is an 
influence which no individual can escape. Man must meet 
the climate virtually on its own terms. The influence or 
cl~te reaches into the religious, political and social 
life or mankind. There is a direct connection between 
climate and the degree or civilization which characterizes 
different zones. 
The climate of Arlington may be described generally as 
temperate, though a bit more severe than that representing 
comparative European latitudes. This difference is due 
mainly to the movement or circulation of the atmosphere 
across the land surface of the United States. The effect 
of this movement, which is in an easterly direction, is 
hotter ~era and colder winters. This same circulation 
passes over the sea and brings to western ~ope milder tem-
peratures and a slighter range in summer and winter tem-
perature.!/ 
- 14-
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The climate or A~lington has the general aspects of a 
continental climate, one typified by ext~emes, and one 
generally rega~ded as seve~e. This comparatively severe 
climate is, however, favorable to physical and mental acti-
vity.1f 
The summer mean temperature is usually less than 70 
degrees, and is generally about 68 degrees, while the winter 
mean is approx~tely twenty-five degrees. The~e is a great 
range in ext~emes; it may fall two below zero. In the summer, 
temperatures of ninety, ninety-five and even ninety-eight 
degrees are not uncommon.~ 
sea breeze is a 9ommon occurrence along the coast during 
the warmer months, especially during the month of May. Its 
influence is virtually erased within ten miles of the ocean 
as the breeze becomes heated by the warm land over which it 
passes~ and consequently this cooling effect is not evidenced 
in the Arlington temperature. In sp~ing and fall, particu-
larly in spring, northeast winds constitute an unpleasant 
feature of the climate. The climate in summer and fall is 
generally fine, and often beautiful, rarely saturated with 
1/Phl!!p E. Church, "A Geographical study of New England 
Temperatures", The Geographical Review (APril, 1936), 26:286. 
' 
g/Blodget, op.c1t., p. 24. 
~Church, op.cit., p. 287. 
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moist~e at high temperatures. The unique beauty of these 
seasons compensates for the severity or harshness of north-
easters. The absolute quantity of moisture sustained in the 
air is not so great as in warmer latitudes, but easterly 
winds are always attended by a high dew point and by con-
stant precipitation in fog or rain.!/ 
The average rainfall varies from 38 to 41 inches and 
the proportion of the rai nfall is nearly equal for the .four 
seasons and no season can be designated as wet or dry.g( 
!/Biodget, op.cit., P• 25. 
Yibid ... P• 26. 
CHAPTER IV 
SOILS OF ARLINGTON 
The rim of the Boston Basin passes through the cente~ 
of the town., f~om north to south. The western hall of 
Arlington., called the Heights., is essentially a plateau o~ 
peneplain. The underlying bedrock is g~anitoid 1 being 
mostly composed of syenite with some dole~ite along the 
extreme northwestern bound~y. 
A portion of the terminal moraine left by the ice 
sheet is discernable at Menotamy Rocks Park, located in the 
south central part of town. Arlington Heights is well 
drained, except for a few acres in the northwest and south-
west corners which are upland bogs of peat and muck. 
East Arlington is an outwash plain., and its soils a~e 
in transition with the topography. The area is bounded on 
three sides by water and is not as well drained as the up-
lands. The Mystic Lakes on the north and Spy Pond on the 
south., both glacial in origin., are connected by the Mystic 
River and its tributary., Alewife Brook. Before the in-
stallation of flood gates, dams and looks., much of East 
Arlington was affected by tidal influences and had to be 
reia1med by draining the marshes and bleaching out the 
- 17-
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sea salts. 
The upland soils of Arlington are predominantly Glou-
cester series with textures ranging from rough stony to fine 
sandy or gentle slopes.1/ 
All the present material for Arlington soils is glacial 
till but, in the uplands, the till is unstratified and has 
numerous bedrock outcroppinga. These upland soils have 
moderate to poor fertility and never supported more than a 
subsistence type of agriculture for crops. In fact, much 
of the land reverted to orchards and pasture before becoming 
residential in 1875. 
In general, the Gloucester soils have mellow to dark 
brown topsoils with yellow to yellowish brown substrata 
grading downward to grayish yellow. Gloucester soils are 
usually very atony but there are some level sections of 
fine sandy loam in the Heights. These are well drained and 
strongly acid. At thirty to thirty-six inches, the_ subsoil 
has a stratum of firm, firable, sandy, gray glacial till 
made up of granite fragments.g/ 
!fwi!liam J. Latimer, Soil Survey of Middlesex County, Mass-
achusetts, United States GOvernment Printing Office, wash-
ington, D. C., 19291 P• 15. 
,g/Ibid., P• 22. 
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The eastern part of Arlington is a flat lowland formed 
by glacial outwash. The soils are more characteristic of 
intermediate stratified glacial till. The greater portion 
of' this area is underlain by Merrimac series with a sub-
stantial area of' excellent Orono loam along the flood plains 
of Alewife Brook and the Mystic River.!! 
The Merrimac series has a dark .yellow brown to dark 
brown tops~il. At twenty-four to thirty inches the sub-
stratum is a 'gray stratified sandy material which extends to 
a depth of several feet. The soil is well to excessively 
well-drained . and slightly acid.~ 
The only soil in Arlington in which topography and 
position do not play the daninant role in the classification 
1s the Orono loam located on the flood plains. The topsoil 
is dark gray ortrown 1 turning yellow brown, firm and yellow 1n 
the upper subsoil. The distinguishing feature of Orono loam 
is its alkaline substratum of' greenish gray, heavy1 mottled 
clay of blocky structure formed from glacial moraine deposits. 
The soils are deep and free from stone or gravel. The 
g'Ib!d • 1 PP• 51-52. 
2/A. B. Beaumont, A Key to Massachusetts Soils, University of 
~assachusetts, United States Department of Agriculture and 
County Extension .service Cooperating, Special Circular Number 
64, 1914, P• 17. 
20 
drainage is generally poor. While the substrata is mildly 
alkaline, the topsoil is acid.1/ 
Deposits of muck and peat which occur in the western 
sectors and to a slight degree in southeastern portion of 
the town include all organic soils more than eighteen inches 
thick. Muck consists of black, well-decomposed organic 
matter mixed with some soil material, underlain by brown or 
dark brown partly decomposed organic matter. This is Ul'Jder-
lain, at a depth of less than four feet, by sandy substrata. 
The peat deposits are commonly deeper and consist of a mass 
of br_own, fibrous, partly disintergrated plant remains.Y 
The rough stony land, which appears haphazardly in 
various sections, is comprised of granite or associated 
crystalline rock.~ Most of this land is too steep and 
stony for profitable farming operations. In fact, it is 
generally impractical to build on it as the price of con-
struction is prohibitive. one of the larger portions of 
this land has been utilized as a park area, named Menotomy 
Rocks Park. 
Of/Ibid., P• 18. 
_g/Ibld ~ ~ p. 15. 
~Ibld., PP• 8-9. 
21 
The following soil survey map!/ can best illustrate the 
distribution of soil throughout the town. 
YAdapted from William J. Latimer and M. o. IAamphear, "soil 
survey Map of Middlesex county", Soil Survey of Middlesex 
CoUnttt Massachusetts, United States .aovernment .Pr1nt1ng Of-
fice, _ ash!ngton, D. c., 1929, PP• 25-26. 
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Figure 2. Soil survey l!J:ap of Arlington, Mas sachusetts 
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CHAPTER V 
HISTORY OF MENOTOMY, WEST CAMBRIDGE, NOW ARLINGTON 
1. Early Development of Menotomy 
A stream of water capable of being harnassed and used 
for mechanical purposes was the inducement that drew settlers 
to what is now called Arlington. This stream rose out of 
the great meadows, the west boundary of Arlington, flowed 
through a~ost the geographical center of the town, and 
wended ita way easterly into the Mystic Lakes. This stream 
was called both Mill Brook and Bull's Creek.1/ 
When settlers in cambridge began to push out westward, 
they found the area sparsely inhabitated by the tribe of 
Indians known as the Massachusetts. The Squaw-sachem, or 
"QUeen of Massachusetts", a widow of the former chief, had 
her residence on the western shores of the Mystic Lakes. 
Presumably in the year 1634, she sold to the settlers all 
the land within her bounds, keeping only her homestead for 
herself. This purchase, made by the town of Cambridge, cost 
ten pounds in cash, and it was further stipulated that Cam-
bridge was "to give Squaw-sachem a coate every winter while 
!(charles s. Parker, Town of Arlington€ Past and Present, 
Parker and Son, Arlington, Massachuset s, 19o7, p. !8. 
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she liveth".Y 
The town of cambridge began to grant land in what is 
now Arlington, as early as 1635, and a highway was made from 
Cambridge to Little Concord where the settlers were accustomed 
to gathering their winter supply of bay.~ 
In 1637, captain Cooke obtained a grant from Cambridge 
of twenty acres of land which boarded the stream. Since 
the stream fell one hundred feet in a course of two miles, 
Captain Cooke deemed it practical to harness the power thus 
produced, and forthwith he constructed a dam and erected a 
mill. This mill was the only mill in the cambridge district, 
with the exception of a windmill in cambridge itself, which 
would operate only if the wind was from the west.~ 
The establishment of this mill was a boon to the sur-
rounding towns and roads were laid out with reference to it. 
In 1638, a road was laid out from Watertown, followed by the 
construction of roads from Woburn and Winchester, all leading 
to the mill.!/ 
1/James P. Parmenter, "Arlington", Histort of Middlesex 
'O"ount;y, Massachusetts, .Edited by .D• .Hamil on Hurd, Volume III, 
~. w. Lewis and company, Philadelphia, 1890, P• 173. 
. .. 
Y,Ibid., P• 174. 
BJWilliam R. cutter, "Arlington", History of Middlesex County, 
~assachusetts, ·Edited by Samuel .A • . Drake, Estes and taurlat, 
PUblishers, Boston, 1880, PP• 208-209. 
!/Parmenter, op.cit., p. 175. 
25 
When Captain George Cooke returned to England near the 
end of 1645, the mill was abandoned and it subsequently went y 
to rack and ruin. Cooke, who was a Colonel in Cromwell's 
Army, was reported killed in the Wars in Ireland in the year 
l652.g/ 
With the exception of the roads and mill, Arlington 
evidenced little signs of civilization for many years. A 
~eat swamp stretched along the shores of the Menotamy River, 
which presently marks the boundary between Arlington and 
Cambridge. This river is now called Alewife Brook. 
In 1664, John Adams bought one hundred and seventeen 
acres of meadow and upland. His house was near the center 
of the town. Adams, Jason Russell, Cyrus CUtter, Jonathan 
cutter and Eli Robbins were the first pioneers of the town. 
In 16?0, John Rolfe bought the mill privilege buildings and 
twenty acres of land from Mary Cooke of England, daughter of 
Captain Cooke. On the old site, Mr. Rolfe erected an entirely y 
new mill. 
The settlers of Menotomy, so-called because of the Meno-
tomy River, took part in the Indian war of 1675 by furnishing 
1/cutter, op. cit., p. 209. 
g/.Ibid., P• -210. 
~Parmenter, o~. cit., p. 174. 
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nearly a dozen men to the army that went out to fight King y 
Philip. 
Slowly, spots of cultivated land began to appear in the y 
midst of the wilderness and swamp. In 1688, Paige noted 
that twenty persons were taxed as residents of Menotamy. 
Indian corn was the chief crop of a people who were dependent 
primarily on agriculture for their subsistence. By catching 
alewives from the streams of the Menotomy River, they fer-
tilized their fields. Good fishing was to be had in Spy Pond 
and people journeyed from nearby Charlestown and Boston to 
take advantage of this sport. Among the amateur fishermen 
who tried their luck in Spy's water was no less than Cotton y 
Mather, who fell in due to a "ticklish boat''. 
-
The settlers were doing the same monotonous hard work 
that was going on in so many New England communities of that 
time, namely, turning a savage wilderness into a place fit 
for the habitation of civilized man. 
The next event of any consequence occurred in 1728. The 
feeling had been mounting in the district that the settlers 
should have their own meeting house and minister, and they 
Yibid., P• 175. 
g/Lucius R. Paige, History of Cambrid!e~ Massachusetts, the 
Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1877, . P• . 8 · • __ ... . . . 
!(Parmenter, op. oit., p. 174. 
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petitioned the town of CamQridge for such action. This 
petition was denied and a re-petition was subsequently denied. 
In 1732, the inhabitants petitioned the General Court and 
after being turned down in June and November, they were 
finally granted permission in December. Forthwith, on Decem-
ber 27, 1732, the northwest part of Cambridge was set off as 
a distinct precinct, and its inhabitants were granted "all the 
powers, privileges and immunities that other precincts within 
17 
the province do, or by law, ought to enjoy.w-
The site for the meeting house was chosen at the junction 
of concord (now Massachusetts Avenue) and Watertown (now 
Pleasant street) Roads, and it was raised in the spring of y 
1734 but not opened and dedicated until February 1, 1735. 
It wasn't until 1739 that the people of this district 
were able to obtain a minister, who was called Samuel Cooke. 
on september 9, 1740, the first church meeting was held under 
Minister cooke's direction; in all, there were eighty-three y 
church members. Records of this period are meager and in-
adequate for ascertaining population ino.reases and specific 
evaluations of the precinct. It is known, however, that once 
1/Ibid. I P• 175. 
2/Paige, op. cit., p~ 187. 
~/cutter, op. cit., P• 210. 
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the parish was started the population increased, and it soon 
became necessary, in 1747, to put more seats into the meeting 
house. It wasn't until 1755 that the seating capacity was 
1/ 
expanded to handle 176 people.-
There was a school house in Menotomy when the precinct 
was set off, but evidently it was far from adequate, as the 
parish voted in 1743 to appropriate money to help defray the 
cost of building a new school house. This school was kept 
open only a few weeks in the winter and was supported by 
the town, but in 1768 it was voted that a ·grammar school be 
maintained for fourteen weeks in the winter, and provisions y 
were also made for four girls' schools. 
According to Paige in 1777, Menotamy had one hundred and 
twenty-two assessed white polls, one black; and the territory 
contained four thousand three hundred and forty-five acres 
' 3/ 
and one hundred and eighteen rods.-
In closing his sketch, for this period of Arlington's y 
history, Judge Parmenter says: 
1/Parmenter, op. cit., P• 176. 
!/Ibid., P• 177. 
~Paige, op. cit., P• 188. 
!(Parmenter, op. cit., p. 178. 
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"For the most part the years seem to have gone 
monotonously enough until at last the day came when 
history passed through our streets and the quiet country 
people took their place among those who were first to 
face death in the defense of' the liberties of the nation~" 
The parish, as the section was now called, was concerned 
primarily with the care of the church and school, but the 
people desired to be separated from Cambridge. They peti-
tioned the General Court in 1762, accordingly, that they 
might become a separate district. The legislature agreed 
with but one stipulation, namely, that as a district, they 
wouldn't have the power to send a representative to the 
General court. The legislature was reluctant at this time 
to admit new towns as it was feared that new representatives 
might take sides against the King. Consequently, the towns-
folk of Menotomy decided to continue as a parish attached to 
!I Cambridge. 
An important part of the battle of April 19, 1775, took 
place in this parish. The people, being patriotic, had or-
ganized a company of Minute Men previous to April 6, 1775, 
which, under Captain Benjamin Locke, was later 1n service 
!/Ibid., P• 177. 
during the siege of Boston. There were some fifty-three 
1/ 
names on the roll.-
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The British passed through the parish on the night of 
the 18th of April on their way to concord. Their progress 
was stealthy, and little attempt was made to dissuade them 
from their course. At noon, on the 19th of April, the 
British reinforcements, under Lord Percy, made their appear-
ance on the main street of Menotamy, on their way to Lexing-
ton. The wagon train of the British became separated from 
the main body of British troops and was captured in front 
of the meeting house by a group of old-timers, who were too 
decrepit to go into active service. Reports of the incident 
say that the party was twelve in number, and having placed 
themselves behind a stone wall, they fired on the wagon as 
it came through the center. They killed one of the British, 
a Lieutenant, who was on the convoy as a recreational ex-
cursion. Six were captured, five horses were shot and the 
provisions and stores were impounded without loss to any of y 
the local boys. 
1fcutter 1 op. cit., P• 210. 
Y,rbid., P• 210. 
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The retreat of the British through Menotamy, at about 
five o•clock in the afternoon was through constant fire. 
The men of Menotomy had been joined by volunteers from the 
surrounding districts - wo~n, Medford, Old Cambridge, 
Charlestown, Dorchester and even from such distant (15 or y 
20 miles) places as Lynn, Salem and Beverly. 
As the British entered Menotomy from Lexington and re-
treated down Concord Road, now Massachusetts Avenue, they 
were greeted by a withering fire from the advantageous 
heights on either side of the road. This advantage of high 
ground was lost as the British continued to move through the 
town, and the fighting that took place in the more level 
section of town, from the Center to the Alewife Brook, was 
generally at closer quarters than that in the Heights re-
Y gion. 
The plundering and burning of houses by the retreating 
British had begun in Lexington and was continued in Menotomy. 
The British were galled by their losses and were deter-mined y 
that all who fired on them from houses were to be punished. 
y Parmenter, op. cit., P• 179. 
2/Ibid., PP• 179-180. 
Yibid~, P• 210. 
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y 
Parmenter describes the Britiah action: 
"worn aut with many miles o~ marching and ~ight­
ing, exposed to a murderous ~ire which they could not 
return with e~fect, with the number of their enemies 
increasing and safety still far distant, it is not 
surprising that the soldiers forgot discipline and in-
discriminately plundered and destroyed. They entered 
the Great Tavern, as it was then called, belonging to 
William cutler ••• took what they could carry, broke 
furniture, let the contents of the casks of spirits 
and molasses ~n to waste, and ended by setting the 
house on fire ••• but, as happened in the case of all 
the other buildings in Menotomy which they attempted 
to burn, their haste prevented them from making tho-
rough work of it, and .the flames were soon extinguished." 
Opposite Mill Street still stands the house at one time 
occupied by Jason Russell, who was one of the more prominent 
citizens of the community. His land extended ~rom the pro-
perty of Deacon Adams to the Common and along Watertown Road, 
now Pleasant Street, to what is now Gray Street. Russell, 
with a group of men from Danvers, took up their positions in 
a walled enclosure adjacent to the house. The British swept 
down on them and drove them from their shelter, so the 
Americans sought refuge in Russell's house. Russell himself 
was shot down on his front doorstep and the soldiers rushed 
in only to be halted as one of their number was shot dead on 
the cellar stairs where the only eight survivors of this 
1/Parmenter, op. cit., p. 179. 
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encounter had established themselves. In all~ twelve Ame~i­
oans were killed in and around this establishment. The B~itish 
then commenced their retreat through the center~ plundering 
and £iring at houses along the way. They burst into Cooper's 
Tavern at the corner of what is now Medford Street and slew 
the unarmed Jabez Wyman and Jason Winship by stabbing them y 
with bayonets. 
About the same time, Samuel Wittemot'e met with an unique 
experience. Being a man close to eighty years of age, be 
was not a member of the Munite Men, but he yearned for a 
pal't in the fight. Having established himself behind a 
stone wall in the center, he lay in wait ror the British. 
Having £it'ed a few volleys, he was surprised by the British 
£lank guards, who shot him in the face, stabbed him six or 
eight times and left him for dead. Remarkably enough he y 
recovered and lived an additional eighteen years. 
The fighting rrom the center to the eastern end of town 
was continuous. Despite the fact that the Americans had no 
longer the advantage of higher ground, they managed to visit 
a blistering fire upon the british, due to their bolstered 
!/Ibid., P• 179. 
y'cutter, op. cit., p. 211. 
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numbe~s. Some of the Danve~s men who had managed to escape 
the Russell sla~te~, had taken up a new position and dealt 
out fatal work. 
The ~itish we~e forced to leave behind many dead and 
wounded as they crossed the Alewife Brook and continued thei~ 
~etreat through Cambridge and Charlestown until at last 
da~kness ended the fray. The ~esults of the battle we~e 
twenty-two Americans killed, while it is estimated that the 
British lost twice that number. All but twelve of the dead 
were carried back to their homes to be buried, and these 
twelve, including the three Menotamy men, were laid to rest 
in a common lot in the burying ground "without cof'.fins and 
' y 
in the clothes they had wo~n when they fell. 11 
Seventy-th~ee years later, some of the public-spirited 
citizens of' West Cambridge erected a memorial, which still 
stands today. 
"Mr· Jason Russell was barbarously 
murdered in his own House by Gage's bloody 
Troops on ye 19th o.f April, 1775. Aetat 59. 
His body is quietly resting in this 
grave with Eleven of our friends, who 
in Like manner, with many others, were 
cruelly Slain on that fatal day. 
Blessed are ye dead who died in ye Lordl" 
!/Parmenter, op. cit., pp. 179-180. 
~Ibid., P• 180. 
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After April 19th, there were no further hostilities in 
the parish, but men, under Captain Locke, took part in the 
Siege of Boston, and il;is believed that they were in the 
battle of Bunker Hill. 
When the British evacuated Boston, the center of hos-
tilities shifted from Massachusetts, and little more of the 
Revolutionary War touched the parish directly. 
From 1780 to 1786 and the years thereabouts, the parish 
was in dire straits financially, due to the depreciation of 
money after the Revolutionary war. So dire was their finan-
. y 
cial status that the Minister's salary could not be paid. 
In 1790, a new church was built at the corner of Brattle 
Street and in July, 1804, a new meeting house, as the church 
was so designated, was raised and dedicated on March 20, 1805. 
It had the same appearance as many meeting houses of that day 
and age. It was oblong, painted white, having in front a 
porch of four pillars and on top a short square tower sur-
mounted by a belfry. It contained ninety-two pews on the y 
main floor and fourteen in the galleries. 
g'Ibid ., P• 1ai. 
ycU.tter, o;e. cit., P• 215. 
yParker, o;e. cit., P• 54. 
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2. Arlington's Development from 1807 to 1850 
Arlington becomes a distinct town.-- On February 27, 
1807, the inhabitants of the district secured full township 
rights. This success was achieved sixty-five years after 
the first movement was initiated. The general Court passed 
an act creating West Cambridge as a separate township as 
follows: 
y 
Chapter 95 . 
"An Act to divide the Town of' Cambridge, and to 
incorporate the westerly Par~sh therein, as a separate Town, 
by the name of West Cambridge. 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in General Court Assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That all that part of the Town of 
Cambridge, heretofore known as the second parish, and as 
described within the following bounds, together with the 
inhabitants theron, be, and the same is hereby incorporated 
into a separate town, by the name of West Cambridge, viz., 
beginning at Charlestown line, where the little river in-
tersects the same, and running on a line in the middle of 
said little river, until it strikes Fresh Pond, so-called; 
thence west ten degrees south, until it intersects the line 
of the town of Watertown; then on Watertown and Waltham line, 
until it strikes Lexington line; thence on Lexington line, 
until it strikes wo~n line; thence on Woburn line and 
Charlestown line, to the said little river, first mentioned. 
And the said town of west Cambridge is hereby vested with all 
the powers and privileges, and shall also be subject to all 
the duties to which other corporate towns are entitled and 
subjected by the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth: 
1/Ibid., PP• 60-61. 
--
Provided, however, That nothing in this Act shall be so 
construed as to impair the right or privilege of the con-
gregational minister of the said town of West Cambridge, 
which he now holds in Harvard College. 
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Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the in-
habitants of the said town of West Cambridge, shall be en-
titled to hold such proportion of all the real and personal 
property now belonging to, and owned in common by them, and 
the inhabitants of the present town of Cambridge, as . the 
property of the said inhabitants of West Cambridge now bears 
to the property of all the inhabitants of the late town of 
Cambridge, according to the latest valuation thereof; ex-
cepting always, all rights of common landing places, uses, 
and privileges now and heretofore possessed and enjoyed by 
the inhabitants of said Cambridge, which shall hereafter be-
long and appertain to that town only in which the same may 
fall. 
Section 3. Be it further enacted, That the inhabi-
tants of the said town of West Cambridge, shall be holden to 
pay all arrears of taxes, due from them, together with their 
proportion (to be ascertained as aforesaid) of all the debts, 
and claims now due and owing from the said town of Cambridge, 
or which may hereafter be found due and owing, by reason of 
any contract, engagement, judgement of court, or other matter 
or thing, heretofore entered into, or now existing. 
Section 4. Be it further enacted, That the said 
town of West Cambridge, shall be holden to support their 
proportion of the present poor of the town of Cambridge, 
which proportion shall be ascertained by the present valua-
tion of the town; and all persons who may hereafter become 
chargeable, as paupers, to the towns of Cambridge and West 
Cambridge, shall be considered as belonging to that town, 
on the territory of which they had their settlement, at the 
t~e of passing this act, and shall, in future, be chargeable 
to that town only. 
Section 5. Be it further enacted, That the said 
town of West Cambridge, shall be held to keep up and support 
their proportion of the old ·bridge, over Charles River, 
between the first and third parishes of Cambridge, which 
proportion shall be ascertained from time to time, by the 
state valuation. 
Section 6. Be it further enacted, That the said 
town of West Cambridge, shall be holden to pay their pro-
portion of all state and county taxes, assessed on the in-
habitants of the said town of Cambridge, until the General 
Court shall lay a tax on the said town of West Cambridge. 
Section ?. Be it further enacted, That this act 
will not have any force or effect, until the first day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and seven. · 
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Section a. Be it further enacted, That any justice 
of the peace for the county of Middlesex, upon application, 
is hereby authorized to issue his warrant, directed to some 
freeholder of the said town of West Cambridge requiring him 
to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof to meet at such 
time and place as Shall be appointed in said warrant, for the 
choice of such officers, as the towns are by law required to 
choose, at their annual town meetings." 
The first town meeting under this act was held June 11, y 
180?. From this time the history of the pariah continued 
simply as that of a religious society, no longer as that of 
a community. In its place came the more varied activities 
of a self-governing New England town. 
The town was predominantly one of agricultural pursuits 
and interest. The population growth was almost negligible 
from 1800 to 1850. The 1850 figure of 2202 people as com-
pared with the 1810 population of 91? points out the slow 
progress that was made. Each ten year interval showed an 
!/Ibid., P• -s?. 
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increase of 500 to 850 people, or less than 100 a year.11 
Businesa.--In 1807• a card facto~y was established by 
William Whittemore based on a machine which he had patented 
in ~797. The business was a vital concern to the towns-
people as it employed 40 people. The significance of this 
number is best illustrated by the fact that there were only 
85 dwellings in the town at this time.!/ 
In 18121 Whittemore moved his business to New York 
because of sustained losses which occurred during the pre-
vious two years. The closing of the factory had an adverse 
effect on the town's economic position and this poor state 
of business continued until 1827 when Gershon and Henry 
Whittemore purchased machines from their uncle, Samuel, of 
New York and resumed the business of card-making in the town. 
This business did not bring back the previous success but it 
aroused new life to some degree, and it was greatly increased 
a few years later.!/ 
The town was not without other industries as factories 
were built on the brook which afforded cheap water power. 
!/Parker, o~. cit., passim. 
g/cutter, op. cit., p. 2ll. 
!/Parmenter, o~. cit., P• 61. 
40 
In 1837• two mills were employed in pulverizing drugs, 
medicines, and dye stuffs; there was a dyeing and calico 
printing establishment, one saw factory, a wool card factory, 
a turning and sawing mill, a chair and cabinet factory, and 
a boot and shoe making factory.!! 
The ice business on Spy Pond was started in the 1830's 
and was, for a long time, an important industry in the town. 
William Fletcher, who died in 1853• was "the man that even 
. g/ 
carried ice into the Boston market for merchandise".~ The 
first business of any size was in 1840; Gage, Hittinger and 
company built an ice house on the Belmont shore or Spy Pond. 
They were succeeded by Gage, sawyer and company. and later 
by Addison, Gage and Company. The construction of ice 
houses on the Pleasant Street shores as well as the Lake 
street shores of Spy Pond soon followed. The business was 
primarily a foreign one; SPY Pond ice went all over the 
world. It was shipped to the East and West Indies, to south 
America and even to Australia. nuring the busy season up to 
250 men were employed in cutting and storing as much as 
!/Cutter, op. cit., PP• 69-72. 
2/Ibid., P• 212~ 
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60 1 000 tons of ice.!! 
T~anspQrtation.--Public conveyances were of small value 
to the general public and the fi~st move in this di~eetion 
was a stage which ran fram Boston to Lowell and points in 
·-
NeW Hampshire. This stage which passed through Arlington 
three times a week~ was the forerunner of "Deacon Brown's 
StageD which ran daily from- Boston to concord.g( In 1838~ 
a line of coaches was added which ran between Boston and 
West Cambridge~ making two trips a day at a fare of twenty-
five cents. The me~chants who had fi~s located on the busy 
mill stream found it necessary to make frequent trips to 
Boston and 1 in 1844 they held a public meeting to build a 
steam railroad to connect with the Fitchburg railroad at 
No~th Camb~idge. This movement resulted in the const~uction 
of the first steam railroad to se~ve the community. The 
~oad was completed and on August 24~ 18461 the fi~st train 
- 3' 
was ~un ove~ the roadbed.~ 
From this time on, as the town was made mo~e accessible 
to neighboring communities, west Cambridge began to take on 
the cha~acter of a residential town fo~ those whose business 
!fPa~menter, Of·Cit., PP• 191-192. 
g/cutte~ 1 op. cit., P• 75. 
Y,Ibid • 1 PP• 78-81. 
lay outside the bo~ders. 
Territorial Annexat1on.--In 1841~ the people ~esiding 
in the western part of Charlestown~ called the 11Neck"~ be-
came dissatisried with the burden of taxation and they 
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started action which culminated in the incorporation of 
Somerville on March 3~ 1842. This is of interest and signi-
ficance for Arlington since one outcome of the incorporation 
of the town of Somerville brought about the transfe~ of a 
section of territory from Ch~1estown to Arlington. This 
wedge-shaped land extended !'~om the Alewife Brook on the east, 
Mystic River on the northeast, parallel with what is now 
Lowell street on the southwest, to the Woburn line~ the then 
northern bounclary o:f Charlestown. This annexation gave 
Arlington the largest territory it ever had.!/ 
cultural Development.--In 1835 the town received a 
legacy of $100. :from Doctor Ebenezear Learned of Hopkinton, 
New Hampshi~e to establish a juvenile lib~ary, one of the 
earliest children•s libraries in the country. He had taught 
school in Menotamy when a student at Harvard College and in 
his will he stated: 
"In consequence of a grateful remembrance of hospitality 
1/Parmenter, op. cit., PP• 191-192. 
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and friendship, as well as an uncommon share of patronage 
afforded me by the inhabitants of west Cambridge in the Gom-
monwelath of Massachusetts in the early part of my life, when 
patronage was most useful to me, I give to the said town of 
West Cambridge $100. for the Pur~ose of establishing a juvenile library in said town. tt!f 
Prior to 1850 the cultural and . educational aspect of 
life in Arlington was slow in developing due to the Puritan-
ical influence which limited social life to church activities. 
3. Arlington from 1850 to 1900 
General Developments.--The second half of the nineteenth 
century was ushered in by a tornado which devastated the 
center portion of Arlington and which was characterized by 
its velocity and power. Its path through West C~bridge was 
marked with great destruction and devastation. Men, animals, 
and other objects were tossed into the air; houses were torn 
up; roofs were ripped off; and trees were uprooted. The es-
t1mated damage of the tornado, whose course was from east to 
west, across the Mystic River, was set at $23,606.g/ 
The territory of the town was further altered, not again 
by forces of nature but by political forces, when in 1851 a 
strip of the "somerville Acquisition" was surrendered to 
1fcutter, op. cit., p. ?6. 
Y,Ibid., P• 214. 
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Winchester and in 1859 it lost all the southern section o£ 
town by the incorporation o£ Belmont as a separate twonsh1p.l/ 
This marked the final territorial alteration and since this 
date there have been no further gains or losses in te~s o£ 
territory. 
At the Annual town meeting in March 1852, the town voted 
to elect a committee to select a site to build a new town 
hall. Up to this time, the First Parish Church had been un-
satisfactol'y as a place to conduct town business. The building 
was constl'ueted at the cost o£ $22,987, o£ which $970 was £or 
£Urnitul'e and fixtures, $360 £or plans, and $330 £ol' services 
o£ the cammittee.g/ 
Evidences of a more industrialized civilization soon 
began to make inroads on the life of the town dwellers. In 
1854, the Arlington Gas Light Company was incol'porated, es-
tablishing its plant of£ Mystic Street.~ The following year 
the Fire Department became a separate organization by the 
town's acceptance of the legislative act, which indicates 
that the various functions o£ the town were being chanelled 
into distinct organizations. 
~arker, op. cit., PP• 114-115. 
g/cutter, op. cit., p. 214; and Parker op. cit., PP• 111-112. 
!(Ibid., P• 215. 
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In 1864, acknowledging the need for a high schoo, the 
town purchased from the owners of cutting Academy their 
building, furniture and land for that purpose.!/ 
West Cambridge Becomes Arlington.--On April 13, 1867, 
·the name of the town was changed f'.t"om West Cambridge to 
Arling~on.g/ The practical !"eason for the changing of' the 
name was the conf'usion which manif'ested itself' over the names 
of West cambridge, No.t"th Cambridge, and East Cambridge. Pe,to-
haps an even stronger reason came f.t"am the fact that a cer-
tain local p.t"ide existed that the locale should be referred to 
by a separate and distinct name, rather than as a place which 
was part of another, no matter. how ancient O!" distinguished. 
On June 17, 1867, a celebration in hono!" of the town's 
newly acqui.t"ed name was marked by a long procession made up 
of official representatives of the commonwealth, soldie!"a 
of the war. of 1813, and of the Civil Wa,to.~ 
The town seal was adopted at this time; it bears on it 
the representation of the two ancient elms, which, for many 
years arched the main street at the eastern end of town. 
yth!d • I P• I25. 
g/Parmenter, op. cit., p. 192. 
Y,Ibid., P• 193. 
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Between the trees on the face of the shield is the revolu-
tionary monument with the date 1775 above it, and the village 
beyond. A plow and a sheaf of wheat, depicting the main oc-
cupation of the people surmounts the shield. A scroll gives 
the names and dates of the incorporation of west cambridge 
and Arlington. 
Public W!-~r ~ ~-~~~·--The next event of impo:etan ce vas 
the introduction of a public water system. Previously, no 
arrangements had existed for a systematic supply of water for 
the people. some families obtained water by a system of pipes 
which conduoted the water from the springs in the upper part 
of the town. But this served only a comparatively small 
part of the papulation. Most people niied upon cisterns and 
wells for the water needed for household and drinking pur-
poses. As the town had a population of 3,261, this problem 
was of prime importance.lf 
In 1870, the Arlington Lake Water Company was established 
and, in 1871, the legislature conf erred on it the power to use 
Lexington Meadows to create a reservoir. LOng and heated de-
bates ensued; the balance of opinion, however, was on the side 
of the town's buying out the corporation and establishing its 
!/!big~, PP• 193-195. 
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own water works. The plan was to build a reservoir, on 
the borderline of Lexington and Arlington, which was to be 
filled with water coming down from the swampy areas of the 
Great Meadows.1f The reservoir was to be of such height that 
there would be sufficient water pressure to conduct the water 
through the pipes without the use of pumps. Since most of 
the inhabitants were clustered around the center and the 
eastern end . of town, this seemed to be a feasible plan. Two 
main elements, in addition to the costs of the construction, 
had to be considred. The damage to the people whose lands 
were taken and the possible damage to the ·mill owners on 
Mill Brook, whose supply of water might possibly be di-
minished, were considered. Neither aspect seemed to be of 
much consequen~·e to those who investigated the matter.Y 
In 18731 rthe legislature provided for the management of 
the water works and a .reservoir was built and pipes wt:tre 
liad, · which supplied a considerable portion of the town. 
The project ran into much more expense than had been 
anticipated. Filters had to be introduced as vegetation 
often made the water unfit for domestic use. :pu.rthermore, 
!/Parker, op.cit., pp. 135-136. 
g/cutter, op. ci~., p. 215. 
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the damage to the mills was of considerable seve~ity~ as a 
good portion of the water previously supplied was diverted 
and held back in the reservoir. There were long controver-
sies in the courts and they dragged along for many years.1f 
To meet the demands of residents on high land~ the town 
voted on May 28~ 1894~ to establish a high service plant~ 
and the standpipe was erected at the Apex of Arlington 
Heights.Y 
In this enterprise~ the town was again unfortunate~ as 
the water developed an undesirable quantity of lron~ and on 
November 2~ 1898~ the town voted to abandon this local wate.t-
works and become a part of the Metropolitan system. The ap-
plication was granted by the Commissioners on January 311 1899. 
Market Gardens.--The growing of vegetables on a com-
mercial scale in Arlington~ according to Rawson~ was of 
such importance that the land was valued from $500 to $1~000 
per acre. Starting in 18?2~ when the Arlington Heights Land 
Company opened the previously undeveloped section of the 
Heights, the influx of population began to make itself felt 
on the market gardens. Even in the late 1800's~ Rawson noted 
that the market ga~dens were moving back from the city and he 
yts1a. ~ pp. 215-216. 
g/Parke~~ op. cit., P· 136. 
~Arlington Advocate~ September 30, 1898, P• 8. 
doubted if there would be any m~ket gardens found in the 
town, twenty years from that time. 
Liquor Policy.--In 18811 a policy was adopted by the 
town, which has become a tradition, and has be.en a contri-
buting force in the growth of the town. By the adoption 
of "local option" by the legislature, each town has given 
the right to determine by its votes at the annual election 
of officers, whether or not to grant liquor lieenses.1f 
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The question has been voted against annually, mainly 
through the efforts of the local clergy and various organi-
zations, who have influenced the town voters. The questions 
that are asked the popolous take these forms: "Will the gx-ant-
ing of licenses be a help to the town?" "Will the introduction 
·-
of liquor saloon be a localimprovement?" "Will they improve 
- .. 
our schools and have an elevating influence on our children?" 
"And will they make our social and moral atmosphere any purer 
or better?" These arguments have been so convincing that 
~lington citizens have voted overwhelmingly against the 
granting of liquor licenses. In fact, it is extremely rare 
to find as many as ten percent of the voters favoring the 
licensing of liquor. 
!/Parker, op. cit., p. 145. 
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cultural Development.--In the closing years of the 
1800's the population of Arlington was estimated to have been 
approximately 8600 and their social and educational patterns 
were expanding, due in part to the lessening influence of 
the Puritan mind. The organization of society began with 
the Masons in 1867 .followed by the formation of the "Arling-
ton Boat club in 1871, the women's Club in 1897, Historical 
society in 1897 and the Knights of columbus in 1894. 
The Robbins Memorial Library was dedicated on November 
291 1892. It was a gift of the late Mrs. Eli Robbins of 
Brooklyn, as it was her desire that the memory of her hus-
band should be perpetuated in this town in which both were 
born. The coat of the land and building was estimated at 
$200,ooo.!l 
It was during this period that various church groups 
were formed, among them the Baptista, Universalists, the 
catholics in 1870 and the Episcopalians in 1875. 
4. Arlington from 1900 
General Developments.--At the turn or the century the 
population of Arlington was roughly 10,000 people. Those 
concerned with the health and sanitation of Boston and ita 
1/~oston Globe, November 301 1892, p. 3. 
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environment realized that the growth of the area with the 
resulting discharge of sewage necessitated a singUlar trunk 
sewer system, fed by the local system. 
As a result of a movement led by the state Board of 
Health, a report recommending the formation of a Metropolitan 
sewage System "to provide. for the building, maintenance and 
operation of a system of sewage disposal for the Mystic and 
Charles River Valleynl/ was adopted. The Metropolitan Water 
and sewage Boards, by Chapter 168 of the Acts of 1901• in-
corporated Arlington into the Metropolitan Water and sewage 
Boards, which existed until the formation of the Metropolitan 
District cammision in 1919.~ 
As the population or the town increased, the need f'or a 
hospital became apparent and on April 5, 1902, the town by a 
unanimous vote gave the ten acres of land upon which Symmes 
Hospital has since been built. The hospital was built and 
opened on January 1, 1912; everyone was delighted with the 
building, full of admiration f'or the manner in which it had 
been furnished and equipped, and found it a beautiful structure, 
in every respect.~ 
g/Ibid •, P• 30. 
Boston and 
ee on Mun 
Utilities, 
~Arlington Advocate, January 12, 1912, p. 1. 
~.Boston Uni vers-fty 
~choo l of Education 
.. " :. J 
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The policy discriminating against industrialization was 
adopted at the annual town meeting for the year 1903 when 
the first building by-laws were established. Since this 
time there has been a concerted and a~ost unopposed effort 
on the part of the town to restrict building and industri-
alization in order to keep the town one of residential nature.!/ 
By the turn of the century, there were almost no indus-
tries here, and most of the inhabitants worked elsewhere. 
The two main industries survived for a number of years and 
they too fell a victim of progress. The ice-cutting indus-
try which had been the largest non-agricultural undertaking 
in the town was a victim of refrigeration and by 1925, the 
ice houses had been abandoned; one burned down and the other 
was torn down.~ 
The market gardens were giving way to interests of 
people desiring homes. From 1920 to 1930 there was an in-
flux of 181 000 people and consequently a building boom which 
has been unprecedented. The areas in the central part of 
town were the first to be built up, and two family dwellings 
were the general type of home built. The Lake street area, 
previously the site of LUke Wyman's market garden, was the 
!/Reports or Town Officers of the Town of Arlington for the 
tear _endlni December 31, 19o3, J. A• cummings Pr1ngtin company, 
904, PP• .. 9~27 • . . .. 
2/Arlington Advocate, March 18, 1926, P• 1. 
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next area to be built up. and this again was in the fo~ of 
two family dwellings. 
.. 
After the opening of various sections of the town to 
housing developments. there is not much to be added. In 
this respect, the town is like an individual householder--
new things that are required decrease in number. The story 
of increased facilities of travel, the introduction of wate~, 
the disposal of sewage and other large town enterprises has 
been told. Providing for maintenance and natural increase 
in scope is now all that these demand at town meetings, and 
are a mere matter of detail. Naturally• there is little to 
add in way of description after a building section has been 
opened, though the few houses may have been increased by the 
hundreds. 
The two major phenomena which seemed to have most ef-
fected the growth of the town were the electrification of 
transportation running along Massachusetts Avenue to Harvard 
square and from thence to Boston, and the automobile. The 
coming of the automobile necessitated improving the roads, 
and in recent years the parking problem which came about has 
been alleviated to some extent by the use of parking meters, 
which limit parking time to one hour, and the building of a 
municipal parking lot at the Center. 
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Government Changes.--sinoe 1921 Arlington has undergone 
three changes in its form of local government. The first 
change~ in 192t!/, saw Arlington adopt a limited town meeting 
for.m of government because of the growth of the town and the 
consequent overcrowding of town meeting facilities. Once 
again the town's form of government underwent a revision in 
1935 when the standard form of representative town meeting 
was introduced.!/ The growth and population was the direct-
ing force which brought about this change. The town was 
divided into various precincts which in turn elected repre-
sentatives whose duties it was to attend town meeting functions 
and voice the opinions of their precinct constituents. As 
the town was continually growing larger it was evident that 
this change was mandatory if the town desired to retain, in 
substance, its traditional New England town meeting form of 
government. 
The latest change occ~red in 1952 when the town adopted 
the town manager form of government.~ The chief reason for 
this change was the concensus of opinion that by having one 
man to whom the various departments would be subject, greater 
~Ari!ng£on Iovocate, April 22, 1921, p. 1. 
~Arl1nston Advocate, April 17~ 1935, P• l. 
~Arlinston News, April 23, 1952, p. 1. 
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consolidation and less conflicting interests would come in-
to play in the management of the town affairs. At present 
it is impossible to note with any degree of reliability 
whether or not the town is functioning better under this 
last change. At the end of the first year's trial, the tax 
rate was reduced, but the following year showed a tax in-
crease, which is supposedly traced to the cost of increasing 
educational facilities and supplying services to the growing 
community. 
Other Changes.--Fro.m 1930 ~ben the population was 
361 000 to 1940 when the population was 40,000, the need for 
land was less acute and several of the more prosperous market 
gardens in the eastern section of town, referred to as the 
" acre" flourished and it was not until after World War II 
that this land w~s given to residential construction. This 
land has been utilized for the development of a Veterans 
Housing Project. Now there are only a few acres that are 
cultivated in what was the most productive bit of Arlington 
soil. 
The Crosby Farm, which was located on Mystic Street, 
and was the last of the famous market gardens, was sold to 
private builders and has been developed into an area of at-
tractive single family houses. All that remains of the farm 
is a roadside stand and approximately one acre which 1s em-
ployed as a hothouse. 
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The increase in population brought about one notable 
change in the pattern o£ food distribution. Since 1945 
there have been three self-service markets opened to serve 
the community and in 1953, a new self-service super market 
was constructed on the border of Lexington and Arlington, 
partly to serve the outlying districts of the town and part-
ly to a£ford service for the ever-expanding population of 
Lexington. 
CHAPTER VI 
ARLINGTON TODAY 
l. Business 
status o£ business in Arlington.--There are not many 
farms and industries in Arlington now; the town has become 
chiefly a residential district. 
By use of the zoning restrictions which were adopted 
at the turn of the century, the town has limited and dis-
couraged industrialization. No industry, trade, or manu-
facturing or commercial establishment is permitted in areas 
which are zoned as Residence A, B, C or D.!/ 
Business A districts are confined to restaurants or 
other eating places; stores, salesrooms or showrooms for 
conducting retail business; public or semi-public buildings; 
barber shops or beauty parlors; fUneral homes; offices or 
banks; and public garages or gasoline filling stations.g; 
In the Industrial districts, buildings or land may be 
used for any legal us~ except the following: 3 / 
1/zon!ng By-IIa.w, OJ>· cit., PP• 11-14. 
,Y.Ibid., P• i6. 
~Ibid., PP• 18-19. 
-5?-
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1. Abatto~i and comme~cial slaughtering 
2. Manufacture of corrosive~ poisonous or malodorous 
acids and chemicals 
3. Cement, lime, gypsum, and plaster of Paris 
manufacturing 
4. Fertilizer manufactu!le. Fat rendering in manu-
facture of tallow, grease and oils 
5. Glue~ size and gelatin manufacture 
6. Petroleum and kerosene refining or distillation 
and derivation of by-products 
7. Manufacture of explosives and the stores of ex-
plosives in bulk 
8. smelting and reduction of copper, tin,zinc, and 
iron ores 
9. Similar uses which are dangerous by reason of fires 
or explosion, or injurious, noxious or detrimental 
to the neighborhood by reason of the emission of 
dust, odor, fumes, smoke wates~ refuse matter, noise, 
vibrations, o~ because of any other objectionable 
feature. 
The principal types of manufacturing, at present, are 
dairy products (But tricks' and Cummings' Milk Companies); 
building materials {Anderson's Window Company); picture 
frames (Schwamb Company); and insecticides (Frost and 
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Higgins Company). There are only twenty-six manufacturing 
establishments in the town and they employ only 292 people 
while neighboring Winchester has 19 manufacturing establish-
ments which employ 1,2'77 people.!/ 
The. following is a partial list of other business es-
tablishments: service and office buildings of the New 
England Telephone and Telegraph company, the Edison Company, 
the Arlington Gas Company; several laundry and cleaning es-
tablishments; a company devoted to the care of trees; and 
florists and restaurants. There are more than four hundred 
retail stores, garages~ filling stations, and service es-
tabliShments. Table 1 illustrates tha fact that the service 
establishments of the town are mostly for personal needs, 
barber shops and beauty shops being the most numerous. The 
total number of 149 service establishments is significantly 
low as compared with neighboring Cambridgets 1254 establish-
ments. The total number of employees for the 149 establish-
ments is 660 or an average of 4.4 employees per establishment. 
The total receipts of these service establishments amount to 
only one-ninth of Cambridge's, which has three times as many 
people. 
~ew Eng!ang Community Statistical Abstract, Edited by Ralph 
A· Weeks, Boston University College of Business Administration, 
Bureau of' Business Research, 1953, P• 24. 
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Table 1. Service Establi~hments in Arlington, Massachusetts!( 
Type o£ Number o:f Employees Receipts Business Establishments 
(lJ (2) (3) J~J 
Beauty Shops •••••• 2r'f 41 $ 65,000 
Barber Shops •••••• 26 67 101,000 
Cleaning-Dyeing ••• 24 2'1 ' 51,000 
FUneral Service ••• 6 16 86,000 
Laundries ••••••••• 10 13 20,000 
Shoe Repair Shops. 15 30 55,000 
Other Personal 
Sel"Yices •••••• 6 80 140,000 
Business Services. 5 327 59,000 
Auto Repair 
Services •••••• 15 37 118,000 
Other Repair 
Services •••••• l2 15 34,000 
Custom Industries. 3 4 9,000 
Total ••••••••• 149 660 $737,000 
The retail distl"ibution in Al"lington, as illustrated by 
Table 2 is characterized by 10 di££erent types o£ businesses, 
numbering 299 establishments, with 131 :food groups constituting 
the greatest single specialization. The next largest concen-
tration is that o£ £1111ng stations which number 35. This 
£igure would seem to be high, but it represents only 10 per-
cent o:f the total establishments, while Cambridge has 91 gas 
1/Ibid. I P• ~. 
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stations, o~ almost 60 percent of the total retail distri-
butors. The remaining establishments are those dealing in 
general merchandise# apparel, eating, drugs, durniture-radio, 
with fairly equal distribution of sales. The automotive 
establishments, numbering 12, follow food groups in sales, 
due primarily to the high cost represented by each sale. 
Table 2. Retail Distribution in Arlington, Massachusetts~ 
Type of Number of 
Business Establishments Sales 
{~J - (2) {~) 
Food Group •••••••••• 131 $3,809,000 
General Merchandise. 10 404,000 
Apparel ••••••••••••• 19 199,000 
Furniture-Radio ••••• 9 185,000 
Automotive •••••••••• 12 1,450,000 
Filling Stations •••• 35 550,000 
Lumber-Building ••••• 4 316,000 
Eating •••••••••••••• 14 227,000 
Drinking •••••••••••• 
- -Drugs ••••••••••••••• 19 573,000 
Package Stores •••••• 
- -Other Stores •••••••• 38 1,325,000 
Total ••••••••••• 299 $9,361,000 
At present, Arlington has a Trust Company, a National 
Bank, a Savings Bank, and a cooperative Bank, with total 
y~, p. 24. 
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deposits of nearly 33 million dolla~s.!/ 
Two motion picture houses, the Capitol and the Regent, 
and one hundred eighty-two ac~es of pa~ks and playgrounds 
highlight the recreational activities offered by the town. 
Population of Arlington.--Since the origin of the town 
in 16371 the population of the town has inc~eased steadily, 
although fo~ many yea~s this growth was indiscernable. In 
1688 there were only 20 people in the town, and the figure 
mounted to only 123 in 1770.~ The elect~ification of the 
horse-cart (with five-cent fare) in the early 1900's marked 
the beginning of a tremendous ~owth in the population of 
Arlington. In ~elating the h1sto~y of the town, the w~iter 
~efe~red to the population inc~eases, but the reader can 
fully app~eciate this surge when he views the graph repre-
sented in Figure 3. 
!/Boston, Ame~ica'a Sixth M~ket, 1950 Census, prepa~ed by 
the Boston He~ald Traveler Corporation Research Department, 
October 19, 1953, P• 26. 
g/Paige, op. cit., p. 152. 
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Figure 3. Population of A~l1ngton, Massachusetts, 1790-1950. 
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Some 1nte~est1ng chal'acter1stics of the population may 
be best ascertained from statistics, too numerous to be in-
cluded in the text, but or interest to the reader. 
The median income of $3787 is $759 higher than the 
median income of the 40 cities and towns within a 15 mile 
radius of City Hall in Boston. Incomes of $4,500 and over 
make up 37.7 per eent (see Figure 4) of the town's incomes. 
Figure 4. Percentage Distribution of Arlington's Income 
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The percent of increase in population of 10.8 is 
slightly above the median increase of 8.9 percent for 
Metropolitan Boston~ which seems to indicate that Arlington 
is still an attractive place in which to live. Table 3 
furnishes characteristics of the town•s population. From 
this table~ several items of interest are pointed out. 
Tracts Mc94 and Mc95 are most densely populated. Mc94 lies 
in the area between Lake and Gray streets, and is charac-
terized by two-dwelling units and several apartment houses. 
Mc95 borders Mc94, to the west, and is an area characterized 
most by young families who live in single dwelling units. 
The table breaks down fUrther characteristics by tract areas~ 
which are fairly uniform. 
Table 3 reveals same further income data. Of the total 
income of 12,245, 8~220 incomes are $3,000 or over which is 
significant in that the median income of the entire suburban 
area is $3,028. Thus~ 67 percent of the incomes are above 
the median~ while in the total 40 cities and towns comprising 
the metropolitan area~ only 50.6 percent of the incomes are 
over the median figure. It is significant to note that 38 
percent of the incomes are $4,500 or over in comparison to 24.4 
percent of the incomes in the surrounding area over $4,500. 
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1/ 
Table 3. Cha~acteristios of Population by Census T~act-
Characteristics Town Total MC90 MC91 MC92 MC93 MC94 MC95 MC96 
(1) (2 )· (3) (4) {5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
Population -
1950 ••••••••• 44353 4591 5954 6623 4870 8158 9149 5008 
Population -
1940 ••••••••• 40013 
- - - - - - -Pe~cent of 
change ••••••• +10.8 
Male Popula-
tion - 1950 ••••• 21012 2157 2853 3059 2389 3721 4400 2433 
Non-white ••••••• 73 4 8 
-
26 13 16 6 
Foreign-born 
1019 White ••••••••••• 6862 605 939 877 1186 1458 778 
Number of 
Married Couples. 10245 1060 1355 1480 1345 1840 2105 1060 
couples with 
thei~ own house-
holds••••••••••• 9470 995 1250 1340 1255 1705 1940 985 
Households -
Total Number •••• 12159 1226 1526 1944 1356 2313 2488 1306 
Institutional 
Population •••••• 62 
- - - -
25 37 
-Persons 1 yea~ 
o~ over ••••••••• 43440 4550 5750 6495 4780 8030 8935 4900 
25 years old or 
over - !led ian 
yea~s school 
completed ••••••• 12.2 12.4 12.0 12.4 11.4 12.5 12.3 12.1 
Total number of 
families •••••••• 13135 1335 1695 2075 1530 2580 2630 1290 
(concluded on next page) 
l/rinited Community Services Social Facta by Census T~acta, com-
piled by United Community Se~vices of Metropolitan Boston, 
Boston Regional Office of the United States Department of Com-
merce, M~ch 29, 1954, P• 98. 
* A Census Tract is a subdivision of a municipality with con-
side~ation for homogenity in economic and housing characteris-
tics, and with due regard for natural features. 
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Table 3. (conclUded) 
Characteristics ~own 
~otal MC90 MC91 MC92 MC93 MC94 MC95 MC96 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6} (7) _(B) (9) 
Number of in-
comes under $1500 1830 140 180 310 195 460 360 185 
Incomes :from 
$1500 to $2999 ••• 2195 120 480 395 290 420 410 170 
Incomes :from 
$3000 to $4499 ••• 3755 370 565 615 540 570 640 455 
Incomes of 
$4500 and over ••• 4465 560 500 645 435 900 1030 395 
Table 4 breaks down the population as far as age charac-
teristics and number and types of workers in the labor :force 
are concerned. Of the total population of 44,353, forty 
percent, or 18,128 are members of the labor force. Of this 
total, 3977 clerical and kindred workers represent the 
largest distribution, followed by 2601 professional, technical 
and kindred workers, and 2090 managers, officials and pro-
prietors. The total figure of 8668 represents 47 percent 
of the laboi' force who can be termed "white-colla!' workers." 
This is significant, as it is compared to the figure of 31.9 
percent of the New England population engaged in these 
occupations. Of the .l'emaining 9,460 workers, 610 were un-
employed, 2242 were craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers, 
2184 were ope.l'atives, 1152 were service workers, and only 
532 could be classified as laborers. 
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Table 4. Age and Econ~~ic Characteristics of Population by 
Census Tract.!/ 
Characteristics Town 
Total MC90 MC91 MC92 MC93 MC94 MC95 MC96 
(1) (2) (3) (4} (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
Persons under 
5 years old •••• 4116 414 674 573 525 605 767 558 
Persons 5 to 
13 years old ••• 5524 607 792 680 611 861 1220 753 
Persons 14 to 
19 years old ••• 3450 511 517 413 329 580 785 415 
Persons 65 years 
old and over ••• 4354 417 436 816 386 1107 831 361 
Persons 21 years 
~0661 old and over ••• 3094 3883 4877 3336 5985 6258 3228 
Number of per-
sons in Civil 
Labor Foree •••• ~8128 1737 2442 2923 2033 3318 3701 1974 
Number of per-
sons employed 
~7518 in April 1950 •• 1685 2329 2831 1956 3241 3594 1882 
Professional~ 
Technical and 
Kindred Workers 2601 296 222 404 199 648 645 187 
Managel's~ O.ffi-
eials and Pro-
prietol'S··••••• 2090 296 240 296 166 470 481 241 
Clerical and 
Kindred workers 3977 360 555 734 422 747 777 382 
Salesworkel's ••• 1873 167 225 305 213 401 379 183 
Craftsmen~ Fore-
men and Kindred 
Workers •••••••• 2242 242 343 372 348 2'71 400 266 
Operatives and 
Kindred Workers 2184 154 373 372 407 268 482 396 
Privata House-
hold Workers ••• 164 18 16 23 9 38 35 25 
Service Workel's 1152 10'7 149 187 149 180 206 124 
Iaborars ••••••• 532 36 14'7 87 61 61 75 65 
Yibid.~ P• gg. 
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Housing in Arlington.-- Arlington is one of the mo~e for-
tunate communities in the state. One of the best indices of 
financial position of a community is the condition of its 
housing. The 1950 Census places Arlington very high in com-
parison with the. 46 urban communities {those with over 2500 
people) in the state as can be seen in Table 5. Arlington 
ranks first in the state when compared with 46 other towns 
in percent of housing with running water~ percent with cen-
t~al heating and has the highest median contract rent. lt 
ranks second in this ~oup in median valuation of single 
dwelling units. According to figures of the 1950 Census~ 
45 percent of the total dwelling units are single dwelling 
units; 45 percent are two dwelling units; and the remaining y 
10 percent are in three or more dwelling units. 
Table 5. Housing Characteristics of Ar~~ngton Compared with 
Other Urban Communities, 1950~ 
Characteristic Arlington Rank in 46 Massachusetts 
Urban Communities 
{1) {2l {3) {4) 
Percent of one 
dwelling units •• 42.0 14 39.8 
(concluded on next page) 
1/Boston~ America's Sixth Market~ op. cit.~ p. 26. 
gl.characteristics of Housin~, 1950, United States Department 
of Commerce, Bureau of the ensus~ p. 98. 
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Table s. {concluded) 
Charaotei"1st1o IAX'l1ngton Rank in 46 Massachusetts 
P"l'ban Communities 
{1) {2) {3) (4) 
Percent of units 
built in 1940 or 
lateX" ••••••••••••• 10.6 11 9.4 
Percent with run-
ning water, pri-
vate bath and 
toilet •••••••••••• 97.0 1 79.2 
Percent with 1.01 
Ol" moi"e persons 
pel' I"oom •••••••••• 4.4 1 9.8 
Percent owner occu 
pied •••••••••••••• 61.5 4 47.9 
Pel'cent with een-
tral heating •••••• 96.0 1 71.4 
Median value of 
one dwelling unit 
$9144 stl'uctures •••••••• ~12618 2 
Median contract 
monthly rent •••••• 48.93 1 31.61 
Accol"ding to Table 6 1 the median value of single-dwell-
ings is $12 1 618 as compal'ed to the $10,878 median value or 
singles in Metropolitan Boston. Of the total occupied units, 
7640 are owner occupied, which represents 62 percent of homes 
which al'e owned by the dwellel's. Thel'e are only 484 struc-
t~es in 5 or more units, a low figul'e. Of the rentals, only 
33 are under $20 1 while the largest distribution is found 
between $20 to $59, repl'esenting 3404 of the 4364 total re-
porting rents. 
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Table 6. Characteristics of Dwelling Units by Census Tract 
y 
Characteristics Town 
Total MC90 MC91 MC92 MC93 MC94 MC95 MC96 
(~} (2} - (3} _(4} . (_5) _(6)_ ('7) (8} (9} 
Total Dwelling 
Units •••••••••• 12318 124'7 15'74 1961 1361 2329 2516 1330 
Total Occupied 
~136 Units •••••••••• 1225 1534 1938 1348 229'7 2488 1306 
OWner-Occupied 
units •••••••••• 7640 984 733 806 637 1503 1916 1061 
Median Value of 
~12618 Single Dwellings 13863 10367 11626 
-
14477 10451 10664 
Total Units in 
Five or More 
Unit Structures. 484 5 82 241 
-
123 33 
-Units with No 
Private Bath or 
No Running Wate~ 264 15 59 35 19 50 52 34 
Units Built in 
1919 or Earlier. 4190 275 440 1090 315 900 745 425 
Median Persons 
Per Occupied 
unit •••••••••••• 3.3 3.5 3.6 3.1 , 3.4 3.1 3.4 3.6 
Units Reporting 
P-1925 Central Heat ••• 1265 1470 1840 1270 2305 2500 1275 
Number of Rent-
als Under $20 •• 
Number of Rental~ 33 1 14 6 - 2 6 4 
:from $20 to $39. P.l37 48 313 182 205 116 160 113 
Number of Rentals 
£rom $40 to $59. 2267 116 333 628 423 391 273 103 
Rentals $60 and 
OVer •••••••••••• 927 64 144 286 64 234 119 16 
According to the 1950 Census, of the 8128 dwelling units 
that were constructed after 1920, 38 percent were built be:fore 
!fynited community services Social Facts by census Tracts, 
o;P.c1t., P• 99. 
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1930; 15 percent were bui1t before 1940; ana the remainder y 
were built after 1940. A1though Ar1ington cou10 well have 
multi-family housing, because of its proximity to Boston and 
paucity of 1ano vacant, the existing zoning ordinances en-
courage sing1e fam11y housing, since moat of the vacant or 
new1y bu11t-up areas are zoned Residence A· 
status of Pub1ic Schoo1s.-- Ar11ngton, 1ike the surround-
ing suburban towns has a problem concerning the housing of its 
schoo1 fac11ities. The gravity of the prob1em can best be 
appreciated by examination of Tab1e 7. Three phases of the 
problem concerning the physical p1ant are: 
1. The need for replacement of those bui1d1ngs con-
structed before 1900 
2. Renovation, repair and possible rep1acement of those 
bui1dings constructed between 1914 and 1931 
3. New construction to replace worn out fac111t1es and 
to supp1y educational facilities in the areas of 
recent growth and development · 
!/Boston, Amerloa•s Sixth Market, op. cit., p. 26. 
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Table 7. construction Data of Arlington Schools 
School Year Built Year of Addition 
(1) (2) (3) 
Russell •..........•...... 1872 
Junior High School of 
Industrial Arts •••••••••• 1894 
Locke ••• ••••••••••••••••• 1895 1900 
crosby ••••••••••••••••••• 1896 1910 
cutter ••••••••••••••••••• 1900 1925 
Senior High •••••••••••••• 1914 1930 
Junior High West ••••••••• 1921 1930 (l) 
1950 (2) 
Pierce ••••••••••••••••••• 1924 1929 
Hardy •••••••••••••••••••• 1925 1950 
Parmenter •••••••••••••••• 1926 
Junior High East ••••••••• 1928 
Brackett ••••••••••••••••• 1931 
Bishop • ••••.•••.•.•••.••• 1951 1954 
Churches in Arlington.-- It can be truly said that 
.. 
Arlington is a town of churches. The Fi rst Parish Church 
which is now called the First Universal Church is the oldest 
house of worship in Arlington, located at the corner of 
Massachusetts Avenue and Pleasant street. This church was 
not only the religious and social center of Menotomy but was 
also the legal center of the town from ita institution until 
the parish was incorporated as the Second Precinct of Cam-
bridge. 
Today there are fifteen churches of various and diverse 
denominations sprinkled throughout the town, as illustrated 
in the following ~able. 
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Table a. Arlington Churches and IJ;>cations 
Churches 
(1) 
Heights Baptist ••••••••••••••• 
Firs~ Baptist ••••••••••••••••• 
Trinity Baptist ••••••••••••••• 
Calvary Methodist ••••••••••••• 
Heights Methodist ••••••••••••• 
Firat Unive~aalist •••••••••••• 
Park Avenue Congregational •••• 
Orthodox Cong~egational ••••••• 
St. John's Episcopal •••••••••• 
Church of our Saviour ••••••••• 
unitarian ••••••••••••••••••••• 
st. Agnes Catholic •••••••••••• 
st. James Catholic •••••••••••• 
st. Jerome's Catholic ••••••••• 
st. Camillus Catholic ••••••••• 
Immaculate Conception Ca~holie 
Location 
(2) 
Park Avenue Extension 
Massachusetts Avenue at 
Willow Place 
Massachusetts Avenue at 
Amsden street 
Massachusetts Avenue at 
Linwood street 
Westminster Avenue 
Massachusetts Avenue at 
Pleasant Street 
Park Avenue at ·Paul Revere Road 
Pleasant Street at Maple Street 
Pleasant Street at Lombard Road 
21 Marathon Street 
Massachusetts Avenue opposite 
Academy Street 
Medford Street at Chestnut 
Street 
Appleton Street at Massachu-
setts Avenue · 
Lake Street at Concord Turnpike 
Concord Turnpike 
Alewii'e Brook Parkway 
Futul'e OUtlook.-- The Arlington of today, in the broad-
est possible contrast with the time when the town was incor-
porated is primarily the place of residence of people having 
business in the nearby metropolis. It owes its position as 
one of the wealthier small towns of the state to the high 
chal'acter of homes rather than to local business interests, 
as is the case with many places of its size. 
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All the businesses making this a pro•perous community 
in the early 1800's have been discontinued. Market gardening, 
once a prosperous and thriving business, carried on by such 
names as Wyman, Pierce, Rawson, Locke, to mention a few, has 
in turn given way to the influx of residential interests. 
The policy which shut out the establi-shment of what has grown 
to be the great Waltham Watch Factory has been continued and 
this tradition is not likely to be reversed. 
The question has been asked whether the real estate 
holders of the town are staisfied with the policy of non-
industrialization, and whether they feel that the burden of 
taxation is too great without the added source of revenue 
which industry would supply. The town is content with its 
present residential statue, as it compares itself with city 
industrialization as manifested in _neighboring Cambridge and 
Somerville. Although these cities have the added resources 
which are tunnelled into the municipal coffers, nevertheless, 
the tax rates are not only higher than those of Arlington, but 
the services rendered are inferior. 
It is estimated that by 1960 the population of the town 
will be 52,000 at which time the town will have reached its 
capacity for growth. There is only one undeveloped section 
remaining within the town boundaries and this area has been 
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the site of most of the housing construction in ~ecent 
_years. At present, more houses are in the planning stage 
and with the constant expansion it is estimated that within 
a few years all available land for building dwellings will 
have been exhausted. Because of the difficulties which 
builde~s encounte~ in the forms of ledge and rock in this 
north central section of the town, most of the homes now · 
being constructed are in the $30,000 to $40,000 catego~y 
and as such are not being built as rapidly as those which 
have been constructed on former market gardens. 
One problem facing Arlington is the const~uction of 
new schools, something which the town fathers should have 
prepared for in the past as. evidence attested to the fact 
that this increase in population would descend upon the 
schools in the late 1 50•s. Because of the gigantic building 
program which faces the town, it is estimated that the tax 
rate, which now stands at $60 per $1,000 will be increased 
to $75 per $1,000 by 1960. 
CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY 
1. Geology o£ Arlington 
Geological structure furnishes the best key to the 
physical features and early history o£ any land. The Boston 
Basin, in which most o£ Arlington lies, is the result o£ the 
£o~tion o£ the Braintree Slates, approximately hal£ a bil-
lion years ago. This was followed by the intrusion o£ 
diorite and the £ormation o£ Quincy Granite. A period o£ 
erosion, during which the land was worn down, was proceeded 
by the £ormation o£ volcanoes and the lava layers thus pro-
duced alternated with strata o£ conglomerate. The £aults 
created by this weight became more pronounced as the years 
passed and, finally, the areas between the £aulta sank down 
and the Boston Basin was formed. The Ice Age followed 
another long period of erosion, and the final geological 
change was the formation of the Boston Harbor, a result o£ 
the sea's £lowing into the valleys caused by the depression 
o£ land. 
The northern section o£ Arlington, extending £rom the 
Pleasant-Mystic street line, which marks the northern 
boundary of the Boston Basin, is a part o£ the Fells Upland. 
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In general, the geology o~ Arlington is the result o~ 
glacial forces which are evidenced in t~e topo~aphy o~ the 
area. 
2. Climate 
The climate o~ Arlington has the general aspects o~ a 
continental climate, one typified by extremes, and one gen-
erally regarded as severe. 
The summer mean temperature is generally about 68 
degrees, while the winter mean is approximately 25 degrees. 
The average rainfall varies from 38 to 41 inches, with 
no season being wet or dry, as the distribution o~ rain~all 
is almost equal ~or the ~our seasons. 
3. Soils o~ Arlington 
The soils o~ Arlington are composed o~ glacial till, 
and fall into ~ive general classifications, namely, 
Gloucester, Merrimac, orono, rough stony land, and peats 
and mucks. 
The eastern part o~ Arlington is a flat lowland formed 
by glacial outwash while the western section of town is 
predominantly Gloucester soil with patches o~ peats and 
mucks and rough stony land, which is generally in~ertile and 
unproductive. 
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4. History 
Early development of Menotany.-- In 1634 the Squaw 
Sachem sold to settlers of Cambridge all the land within her 
bounds, keeping only her homestead for herself. Consequently, 
in 1635 Cambridge began to grant land to settlers and, in 
1637, Captain Cooke built his mill on the Mill Brook. 
The town started inauspiciously enough, and was pri-
marily an agricultural community, under the wing of Cambridge. 
Not until 1732 was the area set off as a distinct precinct, 
with its own minister and meeting house. 
The townsfolk of Menotomy continued as a parish precinc~ 
with few events of earth-shaking consequence, until the 19th 
of April when the British passed through the precinct on their 
way to Lexington and Concord. It wasn•t until the subsequent 
-
l:'etreat that most of the blood was· spilled in Menotomy. In 
all, twenty-two Amal:'icans were killed, while it is estimated 
that the British casualties numbered over forty. 
From the close of the Revolutionary War to the open 1ng 
of the nineteenth century the parish was in dire financial 
straits and did not attain much growth. 
Arlington's development .from 1807 to 1850.-- FUll 
township rights were obtained in 1807, when Wes~ Cambridge 
was created by an act o.f the General Court, and the first 
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town meeting was held in the same year. 
The f~st business of note was established in 1807 
by William Whittemore, and 40 people were employed in making 
cotton cards. Several other industries were started in the 
1830•s, and this era also introduced the iee business to the 
town. 
From 1846, when the town gained the services of a 
railroad, it was made more accessible to neighboring commu-
nities, and began to take on the character of a residential 
town. 
Arlington from 1850 to 1900.-- In 1859, Arlington 
underwent its last territorial change when it lost all the 
southern section of the town as Belmont was incorporated as 
a separate township. 
The town continued its ~owth, slowly bu~ steadily, 
and in 1867, the name of the town was changed from West 
Cambridge to Arlington. 
Along with the growth in population, there was also a 
growth in community services as the Arlington Lake Water 
Company was established in 1871, and the Great Meadows area 
was used as a reservoir. This arrangement was inadequate 
and, after the erection of the standpipe in 1894, the town 
became a part of the Metropolitan Water System in 1899. 
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The first of the market gardens, which were thriving 
enterprises, to be opened for hous~ng, was the Arlington 
Heights section, purchased by the Arlington Heights Land 
Company in 1872. 
Arlington from 1900.-- At the turn of the century the 
population of Arlington has grown to 10,000, and this neces-
sitated the town's entrance into the Metropolitan Water and 
sewage system in 1901. This arrangement was continued until 
1919 when Arlington became a member of the Metropolitan 
District Commission. 
Sy-mmes Hospital was opened in 1912 to give adequate 
medical service to the population. 
After the annual town meeting of 1903, when the first 
building by-laws were established, the major industrial 
activities of the town dwindled. The ice business was soon 
abandoned and the market gardens gave way to the. interests 
of people desiring homes. 
The period from 1920 to 1930 was marked by a tremendous 
surge in population and a corresponding builQing boom. 
There have been three major changed in the town•s 
political organization in the twentieth century. The first 
occurred in 1921 when the limited town meeting form at 
gorernment was adopted. In 1935, the standard representative 
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town meeting was int~oduced and continued until 1953 when the 
town conve~ted to the p~esent tow-manager fo~. 
5. Arlington Today 
The Arlington of today is chiefly a ~esidential dist~ict 
due in p~t to the zoning regulations which restrict and, in 
most instances, prohibit industry. There a~e only 26 manufac-
turing industries in the town, and only 292 people are em-
ployed by these manufacturing establishments. 
There are 149 se~vice establishments in the town; and 
299 retail distributors round out the remaining business 
ente~pr1ses. 
The populatrion of the town bas swelled to a figure 
estimated at 45 1 000 and it is a fairly homogeneous group. 
The economic status of the population is good to aupe~ior as 
the median income of $3857, which is $759 higher than that 
of the surrounding towns, indicates. ~the~more, the p~o­
portion of incomes ove~ $4500 is relatively high in compari-
son with those of surrounding communities. 
The occupations of the dwellers may be divided roughly 
into two classes: "white-collar workers" - professional, 
. . 
technical, managerial, officials, prop~ietors, and kind~ed 
workers; and wage earners - craftsmen, foremen, operatives, 
service worke~s and . labo~ers. In New England, only 31.9 
percent of the workers can be classified as "white-coll..ar 
wor kers" 11 while in Arlington 47 percent of the labor force 
falls into this class. 
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The dwellings of the inhabitants rank high in comparison 
with other communities of the state, in value and facilities 
of'ferred. A noticeable feature is the high (62) percent of 
owner-occupied units and the scarcity of dwellings of five 
units and over (484). 
The school situation in the town demands that the four 
buildings constructed before 1900 be replaced; the eight 
buildings built before 1931 be repaired and renovated; and 
additional facilities be made available for areas of recent 
growth and development. 
There are 15 churches of various denominations and 
sects in the town, and Arlington can easily be called a "city 
of churches" as they are liberally sprinkled through its area 
of five square miles. 
In conclusion, Arlington has developed from a predom-
inantly ~1eultrural town 11 one whose soil supported prospe~ous 
market gardena 1 to a community primarily of residential nat~e. 
The people who live here are employed in surrounding cities 
and towna. 
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